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27 July — 9 August Security directors - C-UAS programme leads - airport and critical site Internal use — not for onward
2026 operators distribution

IF YOU JUST REMEMBER ONE THING FROM THIS BRIEFING...

Germany logged three unattributed drone events at aviation and military sites in
eleven days — this is a site-defence gap, not an airspace one.

An explosives-fitted drone was found beside a Ukraine-bound ammunition flight at Leipzig/Halle on 4—5 August,
closing both runways; drones were then seen over Mechernich army base on 6 August. Neither is claimed. Ask your
team this week whether your plan covers a device find, not just a sighting, and who calls EOD.

FORTNIGHT IN REVIEW
Incidents and sector activity

Explosive-laden drone found at Leipzig/Halle Airport; drones over Bundeswehr base days
later

4—-6 AUG o o o 2 2.q . .

A drone fitted with explosives and a detonator was found beside a Ukrainian Antonov cargo aircraft loaded with

ammunition at Leipzig/Halle overnight on 4—5 August, closing both runways. Two drones were then seen over

Mechernich army base on é August. Both remain unattributed.

So what: unattributed drones are probing NATO logistics and military sites directly. Response plans should assume
device discovery, not sighting, and name who calls EOD.

Drone strikes US-owned LNG tanker at Egypt's Damietta port; fire spreads to second vessel
A drone struck the LNG floating storage vessel Energos Winter at Damietta on 29 July, igniting a blaze that

29-30 JUL . . . .
y spread to the carrier Gaslog Salem; crews fought it for twelve hours. No group has claimed it.
So what: energy and port sites outside conflict zones remain a live target. Confirm detection coverage extends to
moored vessels, not only perimeter fencing.
T — DHS awards up to $1.5bn counter-UAS framework to twelve vendors
DHS's Science and Technology Directorate awarded a five-year, upto-$1.5bn contract spanning hardware and
5 AUG . 8 R o q q
services to twelve companies including Leidos, BAE Systems and Fortem, replacing fragmented component-
level buying. Ordering opened 1 August and runs to July 2031.
So what: the vendor list signals who dominates US framework buying. Track cross-compatibility with your SAPIENT-
compliant stack, not just US market share.
AT UK-US ftrials mature portable counter-drone kit and rapid-retrain Al targeting
Dstl published a case study on Project VANAHEIM, UK-US-Ukraine trials of portable counter-drone kit with
27 JuL

Australia observing, and Project ANVIL, computer-vision targeting retrainable within 24 hours.

So what: military-grade rapid-retrain Al and portable interceptors are maturing quickly. Watch for spin-out effector
products still unlawful for civil operators.
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ACTION TABLE

Developments to track this fortnight

DEVELOPMENT TYPE WHY IT MATTERS FOR A PROTECTED SITE ACT BY /
WATCH

Leipzig/Halle drone; Incident Hybrid actors probing NATO logistics with device-grade Watch:

Mechernich sightings payloads. aftribution

Damietta LNG tanker strike Incident Energy and port CNI outside war zones is a live target. Act: waterside
detection

DHS $1.5bn C-UAS Procurement Reshapes the vendor landscape UK/EU buyers draw from. Watch: UK/EU

framework overlap

UK Dstl VANAHEIM / Capability Portable interceptors, rapid-retrain Al targeting maturing. Watch: civil spin-

ANVIL out

EASA "U-space light” NPA Regulation Could ease or complicate C-UAS integration with U-space. Watch: IAM
Forum, Oct

Vendor performance claims are aftributed to the claimant, not independently verified.

REGULATORY AND SECTOR WATCH

What changed, and what is coming

In force now Approaching
UK 400m/400ft flight restriction zones around every EASA's NPA 2026-103 "U-space light” consultation
closed prison and YOI in England and Wales remain continues; next milestone is the IAM Implementation
in force under SI 2023/1101. Forum, 27—28 October 2026.
UK CAA Flyer ID/Operator ID and phased Remote ID DHS'’s C-UAS framework begins ordering 1 August
for drones 100g and over unchanged since 1 January 2026 to July 2031 — relevant to any UK/EU vendor
2026. eyeing US entry.

Standing watch — UK prison drone incursions. 1,712 incidents were recorded in the year to March 2025, a 43 per cent rise — the proving
ground for models the wider CNI sector is likely fo inherit.

RECOMMENDED
Three things to do before the next edition

Confirm your incident-response plan covers a device find, not only a sighting, per the Leipzig/Halle precedent.

Check detection coverage extends to moored vessels or floating assets if your site has waterside infrastructure.

Track EASA NPA 2026-103 and the DHS vendor list for consolidation signals around your SAPIENT-compliant stack.

OUTLOOK — NEXT FORTNIGHT

We assess it is highly likely that further unattributed drone activity occurs at German sites while investigations continue, and

a realistic possibility that aftribution follows. Further Mediterranean energy-site incidents are a realistic possibility; a firm U-

space light timeline is unlikely.

NEXT EDITION
( ClearPath

Partnership

Monday 24 August 2026. Send additions, corrections or sector intelligence to your ClearPath engagement lead.
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