DRONE AND COUNTER-UAS BRIEFING - EDITION 04

c) ClearPath

Partnership

Week commencing
7 September 2026

COVERAGE AUDIENCE HANDLING

24 August — 6 September Security directors - C-UAS programme leads - airport and critical Internal use — not for onward
2026 site operators distribution

IF YOU JUST REMEMBER ONE THING FROM THIS BRIEFING...

Germany has formally blamed Russia for the Leipzig/Halle explosive drone
attack — the first state attribution of this campaign, not another unattributed
sighting.

Interior Minister Dobrindt named Russia on 1 September for the 4-5 August drone at Leipzig/Halle, the same day a

second incursion crossed into Estonia. Incidents once logged as unexplained are now hostile state action. Ask

whether your escalation plan tells the two apart, and who briefs leadership.

FORTNIGHT IN REVIEW
Incidents and sector activity

Germany formally blames Russia for Leipzig/Halle drone attack

Interior Minister Alexander Dobrindt blamed Russia on 1 September for the explosives-laden drone found near
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Leipzig/Halle airport on 4-5 August, citing a technical fingerprint match. Two suspects — Belarusian and

Lithuanian nationals holding Russian passports — are in custody. The Kremlin called it a pretext.

So what: this is the first formal state attribution of a drone attack on NATO soil in this campaign. Treat unexplained CNI
incidents as possible hybrid action.

Drone crosses into Estonia as NATO F-16s scramble

About a dozen drones crossed toward Estonia's south-eastern border on 1 September while Ukraine struck
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targets in western Russia. One approached Narva before turning back; a second crossed into Estonian territory.
NATO Turkish F-16s scrambled from Amari but did not open fire.
So what: spillover from Ukraine-Russia strikes keeps testing Baltic airspace. Restraint here versus the 14 August Latvia
shoot-down shows the response threshold is still forming.
ST Drone and balloon ground stop 400+ flights at San Diego airport
A drone hovering near San Diego International’s control tower, alongside a high-altitude balloon, triggered an
4 SEP FAA ground stop on 4 September. More than 400 flights were delayed. US airports carry no mandatory
detection requirement, and the single-runway field had no overflow capacity.
So what: the same gap applies wherever coverage relies on visual sightings. Confirm your protocol does not assume
someone will simply see it.
WATCH UK Defence Innovation opens £5m Project PANOPTES C-UAS competition
UK Defence Innovation opened Project PANOPTES on 2 September, seeking an integrated counter-UAS force-
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protection capability with £5 million available. Stage-one submissions close 23 September. It follows the £1.85

million prison and sensitive-sites competition whose contracts started in August.

So what: a live procurement signal. Track which vendors enter — force-protection wins here often precede civil CNI-

site sales.
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DRONE AND COUNTER-UAS BRIEFING - EDITION 04 ACTIONS, REGULATORY WATCH AND OUTLOOK

ACTION TABLE

Developments to track this fortnight

DEVELOPMENT WHY IT MATTERS FOR A PROTECTED SITE ACT BY /
WATCH
Germany blames Russia for Incident State attribution raises the response threshold for CNI Watch: German
Leipzig/Halle incidents. response
Estonia drone incursion, F- Incident Spillover strikes keep testing Baltic airspace and NATO Watch: rules of
16 scramble thresholds. engagement
San Diego airport ground Incident Exposes gaps wherever coverage relies on visual sightings Act: confirm
stop alone. detection
coverage
Project PANOPTES C-UAS Procurement Signals MOD force-protection priorities and likely new Act by 23 Sep
competition enfrants.
EASA U-space light NPA Regulation Reshapes the BVLOS approval pathway operators plan Watch: comment
around. closed 3 Sep

Vendor performance claims and attribution reports are as stated by the source; neither is independently verified here.

REGULATORY AND SECTOR WATCH

What changed, and what is coming

In force now Approaching
UK 400m/400ft flight restriction zones around every EASA's NPA 2026-103 addendum comment period
closed prison and YOI remain in force under S| on "U-space light” closed 3 September; final rule is
2023/1101. next.
Defeat measures — jamming, kinetic — stay restricted The EU Counter-UAS Action Plan targets better geo-
to police and authorised bodies under the 2021 Air zone data by Q4 2026, ahead of a 2027 geo-
Traffic Management and Unmanned Aircraft Act; site fencing rule and 100g registration threshold.

operators may only detect and track.

Standing watch — Baltic airspace incursions. Stray drones keep crossing NATO borders as Ukraine-Russia strikes spill over; Estonia’s 1
September crossing is the latest since Latvia's 14 August shoot-down.

RECOMMENDED
Three things to do before the next edition

Confirm your escalation plan distinguishes an unattributed sighting from a state-attributed drone attack.
Verify your detection coverage does not rely on visual reporting alone, as the San Diego gap exposed.

Track Project PANOPTES stage-one entrants for new counter-UAS vendors relevant to your site.

OUTLOOK — NEXT FORTNIGHT

We assess it is likely that further hybrid drone activity targets European logistics or CNI sites tied to Ukraine's supply lines.

Further Baltic airspace incursions are a realistic possibility. EU implementing measures on registration and geo-fencing will
not conclude before Q4 2026.

NEXT EDITION
( ClearPath

Partnership

Monday 21 September 2026. Send additions, corrections or sector intelligence to your ClearPath engagement lead.
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